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Northern Colorado. These branches unite
in Lincoln County, and the Platte Eiver flows
in a general easterly direction into the Mis-
souri. Because of its shallowness, the Platte
is of no importance for navigation.
The North Platte is about 650 miles long,
and its drainage basin includes about 20,000
square miles in Wyoming and 7,000 in
Nebraska. The South Platte has a drainage
basin of 24,000 square miles, included in
which are some of the best irrigated areas in
Colorado and Nebraska.
PLATTS'BURGH, 3ST. Y., the county seat
of Clinton County, 167 miles north of Albany,
on Lake Champlain, at the mouth of the
Saranae River, and on two lines of the Dela-
ware & Hudson railroad. It was settled in
1784 and was incorporated the next year.
The village has a picturesque location on
Cumberland Bay, which affords a good har-
bor. In the vicinity are many popular sum-
mer resorts. A state normal school is located
here, and the municipality has a public li-
brary and four other libraries, and two hospi-
tals. Other important structures are a Fed-
eral building, a courthouse and jail, homes for
friendless and for aged women, a Y. M. C.
A., and a new city hall. About a mile to the
south is a large national military post, known
as Plattsburg Barracks. The Catholic Sum-
mer School of America convenes at Cliff
Haven, two miles south of the village. Platts-
burg has a valuable lumber trade and con-
tains lumber mills, sewing machine and type-
writer factories, foundries, machine shops,
flour, woolen and pulp mills.
The first "preparedness" military training
camp for civilians was located here in 1915,
and the innovation became known as the
"Plattsburg, idea." Population, 1920, 10,909;
in 1930, 13,349.
PLAUTUS, plaw'tus, titus maccius
(about 254r-184 b. c.), greatest of ancient Ro-
man dramatists and comic poets. The known
facts of Ms life are few. He is said to have
been connected with a dramatic company at
Rome and then to have unsuccessfully en-
gaged in business. Becoming destitute, he
was compelled to earn his livelihood by turn-
ing a baker's handmilL While he was thus
engaged lie wrote three comedies, which were
produced at public festivals and which
brought Mm immediate fame. The purity
of Ms towage, his genuine humor and Ms
portrayal of middle-and lower-class
a great favorite
 the Roman public, and his plays successfully
held the stage. He borrowed freely from
Greek comedy, but his plays were none the
less Roman for that, and admirably delin-
eated Roman life. Twenty of his plays have
been preserved, among them Miles Gloriosus,
in which the cowardice of a would-be hero is
amusingly exposed; Aulularia; Bacchides;
Casina; Cistellaria; and AmpMtruo, the last
—in which the likeness of twin brothers leads
to ludicrous mistakes—the source of Shake-
speare's Comedy of Errors.
PLAY.   See games and plays.
PLEBEIANS, pie be'anz, in ancient
Rome the lower class, as distinguished from
the patricians. They were probably the sur-
vivors of an early conquered people who had
once had possession of Roman territory, and
their ranks may have been added to by cap-
tives the Romans brought back from con-
quered towns. In the early days the plebe-
ians were excluded from nearly every right
of citizenship, the entire control of the state
being in the hands of the patricians. The
civil history of Rome is largely a record of the
attempts of the plebeians to establish for
themselves a status to which, their numbers
and economic importance entitled them, and
their struggles were crowned with success in
the third century b. c. See rome, history
OF.
PLEIADES, ple'adeez, the so-called
"seven stars" in the neck of the constellation
Taurus, of which only six are visible without
a telescope. They are the central group of
the Milky Way. The names of the stars are
Electra, Maia, Taygeta, Alcyone, Merope,
Celaeno and Sterope, the last the least dis-
tinct. Atlas and Pleione are close to the
group and the telescope discloses numerous
other stars near them.
PLEURA, plufrah, the sac of serous mem-
brane which invests the lungs, separates their
lobes from each other, and lines the walls of
the chest. The membrane forms a double sac,
the inner being called the pulmowary pleura,
and the outer, the pwrietal pleura. In a
healthful condition these sacs move upon each
other without friction, because of a lubri-
cating fluid that they secretes A diseased
condition, of the pleura gives rise to pleurisy
See pleurisy.
PLEURISY, pfa'resy, a disease arising
from the inflammation of the pleura, or the
membrane that lines the middle of the chest
and covers the lungs. The first symptoms

